
Learn · Grow · Achieve
Learning without limits

A specialist school for young 
people with autism



1

At LVS Hassocks, we believe we can make a difference. 
Our students have a diagnosis on the autism spectrum 
and have difficulties with communication and interaction. 
Many are unable to manage a mainstream school 
environment due to the anxiety arising from their sensory, 
social and communication difficulties. We recognise these 
difficulties present the greatest barriers to learning and 
success for our students and we aim to address those in 
all that we do. To enable our students to be happy and 
active we have created a curriculum underpinned by 
our three areas for development:

• Learning  • Growing • Achieving

Our students access a structured environment and 
high levels of targeted intervention and differentiation 
throughout the school day. Although they are working 
broadly at age related levels of attainment, we operate 
a ‘stage not age’ approach to learning and we anticipate 
that they will gain a range of GCSEs and vocational 
qualifications at the end of Key Stages 4 and 5.

We are always pleased to hear from people who are 
interested in our work, and encourage people to 
contact us if they would like to find out more.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Sarah Sherwood

Director of SEN

Our aim is for all of our students to 
become happy, healthy, empowered 
and included adults, who participate 
in, and contribute towards society.

Welcome to LVS Hassocks
A school for young people aged 11–19

“Our students access a structured 
environment and high levels 
of targeted intervention and 
differentiation throughout the 
school day.”

We feel that it is essential for prospective students, and those supporting 
them in finding a suitable school, to come and look around LVS Hassocks 
during a normal school day. Open days are held on a regular basis and we 
also run regular workshops for professionals and parents who are looking 
to enhance their knowledge and skills in relation to supporting young 
people with autism. 
LVS Hassocks is keen to build links with those from Sussex and the surrounding area who share 
our passion for supporting young people with autism. We welcome visits from professionals so 
they can gain a good understanding of what we can offer students on the autistic spectrum.

To find out more about our open days and training workshops, please contact us on 01273 832901 
or info@lvs-hassocks.org.uk

Open Days and Visits
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We understand that students with communication 
and socialisation difficulties have different skills and 
attributes. At LVS Hassocks, our students learn a range of 
academic and vocational skills in a vibrant and stimulating 
environment. We support the learning process by focusing 
on their emotional wellbeing and physical health, as well 
as ensuring they develop the skills to manage stress and 
anxiety and build resilience in preparation for life in the 
modern world. Therapists work with teachers to ensure 
that the learning environment minimises the sensory 
challenges that many of our students experience.

We offer our students an adapted 
curriculum that recognises the 
individuality of young people  
with autism.

Learn

“Our students learn a range 
of academic and vocational 
skills in a vibrant and 
stimulating environment.”

“I am very proud of him and I thank 
you so much for all you are doing 
for him and for believing in him.”
A parent
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Students are supported by excellent pastoral care and 
we encourage independence, well-being and healthy 
lifestyles with students learning life skills in and outside of 
the classroom in a safe and secure environment. There are 
on-site Speech & Language and Occupational Therapists, 
school nurses and other therapists (as identified in the 
EHC Plan) supporting our students. We aim to provide 
our students with a ‘tool box for life’ – a variety of 
qualifications, skills and coping mechanisms that they 
can take with them for the future. Our approach enables 
students to be in charge of their learning, in control of 
their feelings and emotions and responsible for their 
actions, building a sense of confidence and pride in 
their achievements.

We help our students overcome 
difficulties so they can start to 
become independent learners.

Grow

“We aim to provide our students 
with a ‘tool box for life’ – a 
variety of qualifications, skills 
and coping mechanisms that 
they can take with them for 
the future.”
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Therefore, our focus is to improve the outcomes for our 
students. We aim to prepare young people with autism for 
life in the workplace so that when they leave us they have 
the skills and knowledge to enter the world of work. Our 
students are given the opportunity to engage in work-
based training either on site, for example working in the 
grounds and kitchens, as well as off site for experience in 
their chosen area such as businesses, fitness centres and 
local retail outlets. Students will work towards a variety 
of recognised academic qualifications – A Levels, GCSEs, 
entry level qualifications and BTECs. LVS Hassocks works 
closely with local colleges, schools, alternative education 
providers and the local community to ensure there is a 
breadth of qualifications on offer and experiences for our 
students. LVS Hassocks also organises extended work 
experience for students higher up in the school to help 
them prepare for the world of work.

Research from the National Autistic 
Society states that only 16% of adults 
with a diagnosis on the autism spectrum 
are in full-time employment. 

Achieve

“LVS Hassocks works closely with 
local colleges, schools, alternative 
education providers and the local 
community to ensure there is a 
breadth of qualifications on offer 
and experiences for our students.”
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Staff support students to take decisions about which 
path to follow when they leave school. Students are given 
access to college prospectuses as well as information on 
traineeships, supported internships and apprenticeships. 
The staff have high expectations of students in the 
Post 16 department, expecting them to be organised, 
punctual and maintaining high levels of attendance. 
Where students need support with their organisational 
skills, strategies will be given so that the student is able, 
after time, to use these independently. 

We aim to provide students with their first choice 
of options and do our best to fit everyone’s choices. 
Occasionally it is not possible and if we need to 
make adjustments we will inform parents and 
students accordingly. 

We are focused on the individual as we guide 
students choosing their appropriate pathways and 
courses. We encourage students to consider their 
strengths, areas of interest, preferred learning style 
and their future learning and career aspirations.

LVS Hassocks offers the following courses for students 
in the Sixth Form:

• A Levels 

• GCSEs

• BTECs

• NVQs

• Functional Skills in English, Maths and ICT

The Sixth Form curriculum also covers: 

• Careers Education, Information,  
 Advice and Guidance (CEIAG)

• Work experience 

• Guidance on transition planning

• Development of skills for independence,  
 social communication and self-management

Running alongside these opportunities are a range of 
other activities designed to promote social inclusion, 
team work and problem solving skills. Therapists have 
an integral part to play in the preparation for transition 
out of school and into adult life.

LVS Hassocks recognises the need to 
be flexible as to when students sit 
GCSEs. Students will sit them at 16, 
but can also take them up to a year 
or two later in Sixth Form if they have 
faced challenges for various reasons. 

Sixth Form



London Road
Sayers Common
West Sussex
BN6 9HT

www.lvs-hassocks.org.uk
info@lvs-hassocks.org.uk
01273 832901

Spring Hill Rd 
Begbroke
Oxford 
OX5 1RX

www.lvs-oxford.org.uk
enquiries@lvs-oxford.org.uk
01865 595170

Our sister school: 


